
FLOOD LIAISON GROUP

THURSDAY, 23 JANUARY 2020

PRESENT: Councillors David Cannon (Chairman) and Ewan Larcombe (Wraysbury), 
Parish Councillors Malcolm Beer (Old Windsor), Martin Coker (Cookham) and Ian 
Thompson

Also in attendance: Dick Scarff (Cookham Society), Brianne Vally (Environment 
Agency) and Denise Kinsella (Thames Water)

Officers: Amy Gower, Simon Lavin and Shilpa Manek

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Mike Williams from Wraysbury Parish Council.

MINUTES 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY: That the minutes of the meeting held on 29 October 2019 
be approved subject to adding that Martin Coker, Cookham Parish Council had 
requested information regarding the depth boards located adjacent to The Pound at 
Cookham. Simon Lavin was liaising with the clerk at Cookham Parish Council.

ACTION: Simon Lavin to report back to Cookham Parish Council.

ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ACTION PROGRESS
Flood Risk Manager to chase up the 
report from Volkers Highways, and
inform the Parish of the outcome.

Further cleaning works on the “barrel arch” 
culvert in Datchet had started on Monday 20 
January 2020. Water levels were however too 
high so the works  have been postponed until 
water levels recede.

David Bedlington to attend the next 
meeting of the Flood Liaison Group and
facilitate discussion on how public 
engagement on the RTS may be 
progressed.

Consideration is currently being given to an 
application under the Development Consent 
Order process. Therefore, an update at the 
next meeting would be more timely.
ACTION: Place on next Agenda

David Bedlington to send the link for the 
route maps on the EA website to the
Clerk for circulation to the Flood Liaison 
Group.

This was completed. The link will be included 
in the minutes again.

Brianne Vally, Environment Agency to 
send the link for the water situation
report for the Thames Valley area to the 
clerk to circulate to the Members of the 
Flood Liaison Group.

This was completed. The link will be included 
in the minutes again.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-
situation-local-area-reports

Brianne Vally to forward the link for the 
Challenges and Choices consultation
to the Clerk for circulation to the Flood 
Liaison Group Members.

This was completed. The link will be included 
in the minutes again.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-
agency-launches-future-of-rivers-consultation

Brianne Vally to email an update on 
temporary flood defences for Wraysbury
to the Chairman, Councillor Larcombe 

Brianne Valley updated the Group informing 
them that the EA had been trying to progress 
the latest round of modelling and analysing 
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and Mike Williams. data. Developing a workable scheme that did 
not have a detrimental impact elsewhere and 
was not out flanked by flood water had 
however proven difficult They were therefore 
looking at a longer term plan to alleviate the 
flooding in Wraysbury and were seeking 
additional resources. . She was currently 
unable to give a timeframe.

Ian Thompson to send the Chairman his 
proposal for the installation of a
control valve on the ordinary 
watercourse outfall to Datchet Common 
Brook. The Chairman will then forward 
this to the Commissioning Team – 
Denise Kinsella to check who owns the 
land and where Thames Water’s 
responsibilities end.

The proposal for the installation of a
control valve on the ordinary watercourse 
outfall to Datchet Common Brook had been 
forwarded to the Commissioning Team.
Simon Lavin indicated that he was aware that 
the Council had recently issued a purchase 
order to Volker Highways to investigate / 
progress this proposal.
Denise Kinsella informed the Group that 
Thames Water did own some land in the 
vicinity of the proposed works.
ACTION: Denise Kinsella to follow that 
response in writing with an email to the 
Council’s Commissioning Team confirming 
the extent of Thames Water’s 
landownership at this location.

The Clerk to attach the report written by 
Councillor Larcombe on the
Wraysbury Drain to the minutes.

ACTION: Clerk to add to minutes

Parish Councils to email list of their 
flood wardens to the Clerk for circulation
to the Emergency Planning Team at the 
Borough.

A teleconference had taken place. Most 
Parish Councils had sent their list. A few were 
still outstanding.

Brianne Vally to provide an update on 
the Poplars Southlea Road and the
River Thames Scheme offtake 
proposals for the next meeting.

A teleconference had taken place over the 
summer with the River Thames Scheme 
Team. Efforts to open a dialogue with the 
landowner had, to date, proven unsuccessful.

The Clerk to contact David Scott and 
Russell O’Keefe and ask them to make
contact with Brianne Vally at the 
Environment Agency regarding 
Battlemead Common.

Completed. A meeting took place on 18 
December 2019 between RBWM, 
Maidenhead Waterways and the 
Environmental Agency.

Here is the link to the maps from the river thames scheme 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/river-thames-scheme-key-features-map-and-channels This 
was updated on 12 April 2019

There were some references to the living on the edge booklet at the meeting. Please note that the 
information has been updated online “owning a watercourse” but is not available as a booklet. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse

UPDATE FROM THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 

Brianne Valley, Environment Agency, reported the following:

 In November 2019, eight properties had flooded in Oxfordshire and Cotswolds.
 In December 2019, flood risk was much more widespread. On Christmas day, only 

three properties had flooded throughout the Thames area. December’s rainfall 
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represented 142% of the long term average. Ground water levels were higher than 
average.

 In January 2020, there were two flood warnings issued but no properties had flooded.
 The Lower Thames model was now ready and the public facing website had been 

updated
 The local planning authority was now using the latest data and were considering the 

model as part of the planning applications.
 Data relating to specific locations including areas benefiting from defences and climate 

change extents can be requested and provided 
 The Parish Councils would welcome copies of maps covering their areas from the 

Environment Agency, Brianne Valley would be happy to speak with Parish Councils.
 The data was already available and downloadable from the website.

ACTION: Can a full set of the data be provided to the borough

ACTION: Brianne Valley to update the group on the new model at the next meeting.

 Ian Thompson complained that no predictions of the level / timing of predicted peak 
water levels in Datchet had been given by the Environment Agency during recent 
Thames events. Brianne Valley reported that a number of tactical meetings had taken 
place with the Surrey and Thames Valley resilience groups over December 2019. Amy 
Gower indicated that she would not have anticipated the Environment Agency issuing 
predictions of the level / timing of predicted peak water levels during a flood “alert”. The 
only predictions she would have anticipated were from the Met Office.

 Concern was raised that no notification had been received indicating when the flood 
alerts were no longer in force. Malcolm Beer confirmed he had received notification 
confirming that the flood alerts had been downgraded.

 Cookham Parish Council reported that the Cookham telemetry gauge had failed during 
the recent Thames events (and was indicating a constant reading). The Environment 
Agency indicated that this gauge had been repaired and was now operating correctly. 
It was not however possible to take gauges off line should they fail during a flood 
event.

ACTION: Brianne Valley to look into possibility of taking failed telemetry gauges off 
line.

UPDATE FROM THAMES WATER 

Denise Kinsella, Thames Water, updated the Group with the following points:

 It had been a wet autumn, leading to high ground water levels and some issues
 A new role managing water levels in the sewerage system during wet weather had 

been created. This is a hands-on role.
 New technology was being used that was not there before such as knowing what the 

sewers were doing in real time and putting things in place in case they were needed.
 Pump run times at Lightlands Lane sewage pumping station had been reviewed and 

remained constant throughout the recent period of wet weather (i.e. the pump run 
times remained similar to that experienced in dry weather)..

 Simon Lavin asked whether the pump run times at The Avenue and Friary Road 
sewage pumping stations in Wraysbury could be reviewed as some (external) flooding 
had been experienced in Horton Road Datchet over the Christmas period (and these 
pumping stations discharge to the gravity sewer system at the location of the 
experienced flooding). Denise Kinsella indicated that this incident had been reviewed 
and was the result of a blockage caused by fat and grease.



 Similarly, Simon Lavin asked whether the pump run times at the pumping stations in 
the vicinity of The Street in Waltham St Lawrence could be reviewed, as problems had 
recently been experienced with surcharging of the foul sewer system..

ACTION: Thames Water to review pump run times at The Avenue SPS, Friary Road SPS 
and the sewage pumping stations in the vicinity of The Street in Waltham St Lawrence  
and report back to Simon Lavin

UPDATE FROM RBWM 

Simon Lavin indicated that a number of issues raised by Cookham Parish Council had been 
passed to the Council’s Commissioning Team (relating to maintenance responsibilities for a 
balancing reservoir on Dean Lane and the depth boards adjacent to the carriageway on The 
Pound)

Amy Gower, Emergency Planning, RBWM, confirmed that the Causeway Access Plan had 
been fully reviewed. RBWM’s emergency planning staff and Volker Highway’s staff had been 
trained. New traffic signals and lighting had been sourced. At present any volunteers involved 
in the plans operation are likely to be trained upon implementation of the plan.
Cookham Parish Council asked whether a copy of the updated plan could be shared (if need 
be they could treated this a “part 2”).

Amy Gower also reported that different types of flood training were being considered and she 
was awaiting feedback on courses.

ACTION: Amy Gower to check whether a copy of the updated Causeway Plan can be 
shared with Cookham Parish Council.

Ian Thompson indicated that Datchet Parish Council had previously raised a number of flood 
defence schemes that they would like investigated, including the installation of a non-return 
valve on a culvert below the railway line near the Eton End School. Simon Lavin indicated that 
all such schemes should be raised with the Council’s Commissioning Team.  Brianne Vally 
indicated that she had recently received the results of some hydraulic modelling looking at the 
potential benefits of blocking the culvert below the railway line near the Eton End School, 
which she would share with the Council’s Commissioning Team. The results of this modelling 
will assist in the assessment of this proposal.

ACTION: Environment Agency to share results of hydraulic modelling undertaken at 
Datchet with the Council’s Commissioning Team. 

Cllr Larcombe asked why the Lead Local Flood Authority were submitting planning 
applications. Simon Lavin indicated that the Lead Local Flood Authority were a statutory 
consultee on the surface water aspects of “major” planning applications and would therefore 
provide comments on applications when consulted by the Local Planning Authority.

Cllr Larcombe also raised an issue relating to permitted development being undertaken in the 
flood plain in Datchet. Cllr Cannon indicated that this should be raised with the Council’s Head 
of Planning.

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCILS 

All points had already been discussed during the meeting.



The meeting, which began at 6.00 pm, finished at 7.00 pm

CHAIRMAN……………………………….

DATE………………………………..........
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The Wraysbury Drain – an ‘ordinary watercourse’?
A brief report to Wraysbury Parish Council from Ewan Larcombe 9/10/2019

Background:  The Wraysbury Drain is over two miles of very ancient and legally 
protected watercourse that is an important part of the local network of land 
drainage infrastructure.  Starting near Wraysbury Railway Station the channel 
takes a steadily curving route downstream running generally parallel to Station 
Road, the High Street and Staines Road and finishing in Hythe End.  The 
channel is designated ‘ordinary watercourse’ but has dimensional cross-
sections specified by legislation over 200 years ago.

Changes - starting in the 1980’s:  The area between Douglas Lane, Station 
Road and the railway line was quarried for gravel and the channels entirely 
removed.  After ignoring warnings the railway bridge collapsed in 1988.  Upon 
completion of partial backfilling the local drainage channels were reinstated on 
different routes.  It became necessary to install a weir in order to ‘drive’ (i.e. 
provide sufficient head of water) the now relocated Wraysbury Drain.  The 
original stoplog weir was then replaced with an adjustable metal weir in about 
2006.   There are images of the two weirs available.

The current situation:

a. Despite expenditure of at least £125,000 and the recent best efforts of 
local volunteers the Wraysbury Drain is still not flowing.

b. The failed weir at Wraysbury Station was identified as a major problem 
and reported in September 2018. 

c. After a long list of reasons why maintenance works could not be started 
the weir was eventually repaired (by RBWM?) in mid-July 2019.  

d. There is still no means of weir adjustment.  A ‘key’ is required. 
e. The channel is blocked with gravel at both sides of and beneath the 

bridge at the entrance to the Dive Centre in Station Road.  The gravel 
needs to be cleared.  Who is responsible?

f. The Diving Centre Bridge design/construction shortcoming allows 
vehicles to displace the gravel into the channel. The bridge needs fixing 
otherwise the problem will continue.

g. From the Dive Centre Bridge upstream to the junction near the weir - 
flow is restricted by thirty years of tree growth.  This new section of 
channel was created along a different route after the Wraysbury Station 
Railway Bridge collapse in 1988.  This length of the Wraysbury Drain has 
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not been maintained for 30 years.  Who is responsible?  Apart from the 
cost there will be issues relating to access and/or responsibility!

h. At Feather’s Lane the channel is now entirely blocked, having been filled 
to ground level with rubble and fenced over.  The channel has also been 
culverted without permission.  Action is required now.

The big questions:  Who is responsible for the monitoring and maintenance of 
the Wraysbury Drain?  

Reach Identity Monitoring Inspection Capacity Level Quality

(Riparian, Wraysbury Parish Council (WPC), RBWM (planning enforcement or 
designated LLFA), Environment Agency and/or Thames Water.)

My conclusion is:  We still need to identify who is responsible for monitoring 
and maintaining this channel.  Land ownership is an issue.  The planned River 
Thames Scheme makes no allowance for what will be a number of truncated 
watercourses.  If the Wraysbury Drain is not immediately evident and 
demonstrable as a living, working watercourse it will be lost forever.  This 
will influence groundwater levels, land drainage capability, local ecology, 
visual appearance and security.

I intend to submit this report to the RBWM Flood Liaison Meeting scheduled 
for 31/10/2019.  I now have copies of the Environment Agency booklet ‘Living 
on the Edge’ – the riparian owner’s guide.

The two images below show the Wraysbury Drain route both ‘before and after’ 
1988.  The two red arrows on the lower image indicate the positions of the 
current Dive Centre restrictions and the Wraysbury Station Weir.  In my 
opinion the channel between the two arrows (about 250m) requires re-
engineering in terms of channel width/depth and gradient.  This is a major 
project.
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Maps: Wraysbury Drain at Station Road, Wraysbury.

END
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